English 10
                           RECOGNIZING CULTURAL VALUES

KALIMA
This is a typical morning in the life of the members of the Kalima, a tribe that inhabits a dense, hot, humid jungle.  The members of the tribe gather into formation after washing and dressing.  They are in line.  Most of the men are at the front of the line, though a few take up the rear.  They walk from the sleeping village to the eating village, about an hour away.

Once they arrive there, the eldest man takes the eldest woman by the hair of the head.  He moves her head so that her forehead hits the ground four times.  Once that has been accomplished, nearly all the males, except the younger men and the children, are served their breakfast.  Once they have finished eating and have had a while to digest their food, the women and children may eat.

RESPOND:  Write your initial response to the following questions: (write responses here – write your thoughts – including your reasoning  -- not just one-word answers)…….
Given what you know about the morning’s activities, what would you estimate the role of women to be?

How much do you think women are valued in this society?  What in the passage supports your answer?
What seems to be the role of men in the society?  What in the passage supports your answer?

What is your gut reaction to this culture?  Would you want to live here?  Are things fair? What else?
