Such a time of it they had:
The heat of the day

The chill of the night

And the mosquitoes that followed.

Such was the time and

They bound for a kingdom.

The thin weary line of carriers

With tattered dirty rags to cover their backs:

The battered bulky chests

That kept on falling off their shaven heads

Their temper high and hot

The sun fierce and scorching

With it rose their spirits

With its fall their hopes

As each day sweated their bodies dry and

Flies clung in clumps on their sweat scented backs.

Such was the march

And the hot season just breaking.

Each day a weary pony dropped

Left for the Masai on the plains:

But the march trudged on

Its khaki leader in front

He the spirit that inspired.

He the light of hope.

Then came the afternoon of a hungry march.

A hot and hungry march it was:

The Nile and the Nyanza

Lay like two twins

Azure across the green countryside.

The march leapt on chaunting

Like young gazelles to a water hole.

Hearts beat faster

Loads felt lighter

As the cool water lapt their sore feet.

No more the dread of hungry hyenas

But only tales of valour when

At Mutesa’s court fires are lit.

No more the burning heat of the day

But song, laughter and dance.

The village looks on behind banana groves.

Children peer behind reed fences.

Such was the welcome

No singing women to chaunt a welcome

Or drums to greet the white ambassador:

Only a few silent nods from aged faces

And one rumbling drum roll

To summon Mutesa’s court to parley

For the country was not sure.

The gate of reed is flung open.

There is a silence

But only a moment’s silence –

A silence of assessment.

The tall black king steps forward.
He towers over the thin bearded white man.

Then grabbing his lean white hand

Manages to whisper

“Mtu mweupe karibu.”

White man you are welcome.

The gate of polished reed closes behind them

And the West is let in.

ANALYSIS:  Close reading and incorporating text  (You will need your DICTION and TONE chart and “Quoting Literature” handouts)
1. Image response:  Make all comments for these tasks on the poem sheet.

a. Underline 5 images – 

b. identify what the image appeals to (sight, sound, taste, touch, smell)

c. What emotion does the image conjure (what does it remind you of?  Make you feel?  Mean?)

2. Using at least 2 of the textual references to imagery, write 1-2 sentences (in the space provided here), incorporating the text, that convey how the images either relate to each other or reflect on the TONE of the poem as a whole.  Don’t be vague, trite, or simplistic. USE YOUR “QUOTING LITERATURE” HANDOUT TO INCORPORATE TEXT CORRECTLY.

3. Choose 4 of the following categories and mark each occurrence in the poem.  Be sure to mark on the poem which category each textual reference fits – you may use color coding here if you want.

Negative/positive words


temperature words


hard/soft words

Repetitions of ___


verbs

punctuation

animal references

people references


Nature references

time references

On a separate sheet of paper, explain how these occurrences contribute to the tone and effect of the poem.  Use at least 4 textual references, cited correctly.  Include the Title and author and general intro to poem in the first sentence.  In the second sentence, state the author’s tone ………..  revealed or conveyed by ___ (categories you examined) in the second sentence.  Use no more than 10 sentences to explain how the occurrences reveal the tone/effect.
